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My talk aims to present children’s poetry as a complex phenomenon
that eludes strict definitions and classifications, even if scholars all
over the world attempt to define and classify it. Children’s poetry
appears as a significant element of every culture; as such
it constitutes a challenge for poets, translators, editors, critics,
scholars, teachers, librarians... What does it mean? Is it also
a challenge for children? Could it be called a cross-cultural and cross-
generational phenomenon? It is in this context that nursery rhymes
and counting out rhymes, as a part of children’s lore, will be taken
into account. The presentation will provide insight into Polish
(to some extent also international) research. | will consider the place
of children’s poetry in the corpus of poetry as a whole and
emphasize the role of illustrations, exploring the possibility
of analysing poetic books for children as iconotexts. The examples
will come mostly from Polish literature with several significant
foreign works translated into Polish. | will also use this opportunity
to present a few contemporary Polish poetic books for children that

are, in my opinion, of special artistic value.
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